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April 12, 2012



Castle Homework Project

During the next three weeks the children will be working on a homework project to design a castle.  We will study the reasons castles were built during the middle ages, as well as the structure of castles.  Students will be building a model of a castle.  In the next few days I will provide students with some ideas for things they might use to make a model of a castle.  But first we need to learn about the parts of the castle, and why they were built in the first place.  
Families may assist and advise with this project, but please be sure that it is primarily the child’s own work.  Castles may be as simple or elaborate, as the child wants to make them.   But it should be apparent that they have devoted the scheduled homework time to the project.  Please make your castle no larger than the top of a student desk.  That would be no larger than 24 inches by 18 inches.  This will make it easier for us to display the castles.  

Children from previous years created some wonderful castles, but space became a problem.  We plan to have all models displayed for Core Knowledge Night on May 3rd.  This way everyone will get a chance to show off their work. 

In class, we will discuss possible supplies that could be collected and used for this project.  Please do not invest a lot of money in this project, and  please do not use Legos for this project.

One of my goals with this assignment is for children to have the experience of taking the responsibility to follow through with a project over a period of time.  Most important is the learning about the Medieval Way of life.
We will devote several homework nights to this project.  We will work on the Castle Project on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  We will continue to devote Monday nights to Spelling.  Of course you are welcome to spend any other time that you wish.








Ms. Day
The planned schedule is as follows:  
	Tuesday
	Thursday

	
	April 12, 2012:  
Learn about the purpose and parts of the castle.  Complete the worksheet titled, A Medieval Castle.
Parent Signature:

	Tuesday, April 17, 2012:  
Location, Location, Location.  Learn about the importance of location in creating a good defense.  Plan your castle.  Look at the ideas in your project folder.  Think of ideas of your own.  Complete the Castle Plan Sheet.
Parent Signature:
	Thursday, April 19, 2012.  The castle as war machine.  Offense or defense?  What are the important lines of defense that need to be included in your castle?  Offense:  What features should be included in a castle to attack the enemy?  Begin working on your castle model.  Please be sure to label the important parts of your castle.
Parent Signature:

	Tuesday, April 24, 2012:  Language -- write about why castles were built in the middle ages.  Continue working on your model.  

Parent Signature:
	Thursday, April 26, 2012.  Continue work on castle model.

Parent Signature:

	Monday, April 30, 2012:  Complete your spelling homework.   Continue work on your castle model.  The castles are due this week.
Parent Signature:
	Tuesday, May 1, 2012:  Finish making your model.  Fill out summary worksheet to identify and explain your model. Bring it to school tomorrow.

Parent Signature:

	This project is due on Wednesday, May 2nd.    We will devote much of our day to sharing and admiring each person’s design.  Castles will be displayed for others to enjoy at Core Knowledge Night.


